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EXTENDED ABSTRACT 

Mizoram is one of the Seven Sister States in North Eastern India. It shares land borders with the states 
of Tripura, Assam, Manipur and countries Bangladesh and Myanmar. Mizoram is a land of rolling hills, valleys, rivers and 
lakes. As many as 21 major hills ranges or peaks of different heights run through the length and breadth of the state, with 
plains scattered here and there. Largest planes are found in Champai District with a dimension of 11.27 kms x 4.83 kms. The 
highest peak in the Mizoram is Phawngpui (Blue Mountain) in Saiha District. 

All the rivers in Mizoram are Monsoon fed and they attain maximum volume in the Monsoon and post monsoon 
period. Mizoram has a mild climate, not very warm in summer and not very cold in winter. During winter, the temperature 
varies from 11°C to 21°C and in summer it varies between 20°C to 29°C. The entire area is under the regular influence 
of monsoons. It rains heavily from May to September and the average rainfall is 254 cm, per annum. The average annual 
rainfall in Aizawl and Lunglei are 208 centimeters and 350 centimeters, respectively. The northern and Western parts, on an 
average, receive 170 cms, while the southern and eastern parts receive 290 cms of rainfall. May to August, are the rainier 
months and the maximum rain is received between 20th -32nd week of the year.  

The most dominant drainage pattern found in Mizoram Rivers is the “Trellis” pattern. The hilly topography is such that 
the secondary tributaries originating from the adjoining hills, run almost parallel to the main river stream, and join the same 
orthogonally. The second most common pattern is the “dendritic pattern”. The secondary streams join the main stream in the 
fashion similar to the branching of the trees. 

Owing to this major strike of Mizoram Hills being North-South, most of the rivers flow either to the north or south 
creating deep gorges between the hill ranges. Most of the rivers in Mizoram originate in the Central part and flow either 
towards south or north.  

The northerly flowing rivers mostly drain into the Barak River and constitute a part of “Barak Basin”. Barak River, in 
due course drains into “Brahmaputra” as its left bank tributary.  

The southerly flowing rivers of Mizoram constitute part of “Kolodoyne Basin”. The southerly flowing rivers ultimately 
drain in the Bay of Bengal, either through Myanmar or through Bangladesh. 

The biggest southerly flowing river in Mizoram is the River Kolodoyne, also known as Chhimtuipui Lui in local Mizo 
language. It originates from Chin State in Burma and passes through Saiha and Lawngtlai districts in Southern tip of Mizoram 
and goes back to Burma's Rakhine state, finally it enters Bay of Bengal at Akyab, a very popular port in Sittwe, Burma. 

The main northerly flowing rivers of Mizoram are, Tlawng, Tut, Tian, Tuichawng, Tuirial, Tuipui, Tuivawl, Teirei, 
Tuirini and Salui. The largest of these is the Tlawng (Dhaleshwari) with a length of 185.15 kms. Tlwang and Tut Rivers drain 
into the Barak River directly. All other rivers meet the Barak River through indirect and subsidiary channels either via Tripura-
Bangladesh or via Manipur. 

 Tlawng is the one of the major rivers in Mizoram and the largest northerly flowing river. It originates in Zobawk in 
Aizawl District and flows from South to North and finally meets the Barak River at the northern fringe of Mizoram.  
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During its course, many rivers join it laterally. The most important tributary of the Tlawng is the “Tut River”. It 
originates at Changpui (in the Mid West Mizoram). It flows from 98.33 kms before joining the Tlawng as its left bank tributary. 
The drainage area contributing runoff to the Tlawng watershed is 1, 70,145 hectares. The Tlawng watershed is a narrow and 
elongated watershed and it receives a rainfall of 240 cms in northern part and 315 cms in the southern part, mostly through 
south west monsoon.  

Tlawng-Barak- Meghna-Brahmaputra System 

 Most of the northerly flowing rivers of Mizoram constitute a part of “Barak Basin”. The main river from Mizoram, that 
feeds the Barak River Drainage System, is the Tlawng River, that flow northward join Barak River in the northern fringe of 
Mizoram in the Kolasib District. The Barak River feeds Brahmaputra as its left bank tributaries in form of Meghna River. Barak 
River originates in the Manipur Hills of India, near Mao Songsang. Near its source, the river receives a lot of little hill streams, 
including the Gumti, Howrah, Kagni, Senai Buri, Hari Mangal, Kakrai, Kurulia, Balujhuri, Shonaichhari and Durduria. It flows 
west through Manipur State, then turns southwest leaving Manipur and entering Mizoram State. 

In Mizoram State the Barak flows southwest then veers abruptly north when joined by a north flowing stream and 
flows into Assam State where it turns westward again near Lakhipur as it enters the plains. It then flows west past the town of 
Silchar (Assam) where it is joined by the Madhura River. After Silchar it divides into the Surma River and the Kushiyara River 
and enters Bangladesh. The principal tributaries of the Barak in India are the Jiri, the Dhaleshwari (Tlawng) the Singla, the 
Longai, the Madhura, the Sonai (Tuirial), the Rukni and the Katakhal. 

After entering into modern Karimganj District in south Assam, Barak divides in two, with the northern branch being 
called the “Surma River” and the southern the “Kushiyara River”. At this point the river enters the Sylhet Depression (or 
trough) which forms the Surma Basin.  

The Surma is fed by tributaries from the Meghalaya Hills to the north, and is also known as the “Baulai River” after it 
is joined by the south-flowing “Someswari River”. 

The Kushiyara receives tributaries from the Sylhet Hills and Tripura Hills to the south, the principal one from the 
Tripura Hills being the Manu River. The Kushiyara is also known as the “Kalni River” after it is joined by a major offshoot 
(distributary) from the Surma. When the Surma and the Kushiyara finally rejoin in Kishoreganj District above Bhairab Bazar, 
the river is known as the “Meghna River”. 

In Daudkandi, Comilla, Meghna is joined by the great river Gumti, created by the combination of many streams. This 
river reinforces Meghna a lot and increases the water flow considerably. The name for the largest distributary of the Ganges in 
Bangladesh is the “Padma River”. When the Padma joins with the “Jamuna River”, the largest distributary of the 
Brahmaputra, and they join with the Meghna in Chandpur District, the result is the Lower Meghna. 

After Chandpur, with the combined flow of the Padma and Jamuna, it moves down to the Bay of Bengal in an almost 
straight line. In the course from Chandpur to the Bay of Bengal, the Meghna splits into a number of little rivers, but the main 
flow is through the Meghna Estuary. 

Thus, it is evident that the Drainage of Tlawng River is connected to the Barak River that moves west of Silchar 
(Assam).  Barak river is bifurcated into Surma (North) and Kushiyara  (South) and they meet again in Bangladesh to form 
Meghna river that finally meets the Ganga-Bhrahmputra drainage system. 

 

 


