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ABSTRACT 

Mizoram is one of the Seven Sister States in North Eastern India. It shares land borders 
with the states- Tripura, Assam, Manipur and countries Bangladesh and Myanmar.. Inland 
connectivity of the Mizoram state is very poor with the rest of the country. The southern end of 
the state shares international borders with Myanmar and Bangladesh. The eastern most state 
Tripura, of the region is also cut off from the main land India. The only connection with the 
mainland is, through the very long and tedious journey through chicken neck corridor.   

In the wake of full socio-economic development of the region, it is high time is to look for 
some better communication alternatives to break this land lock. The recent development in the 
international ties with Myanmar and Bangladesh to develop the north east region as an 
important international trade hub, has actually opened a bright prospect to convert the Mizoram 
Rivers into important water transport resources. 

In 2008 India and Myanmar have reached an agreement to open a border trade centers 
at Zowkhathar in Mizoram and Avakhung in Nagaland in addition to the existing centers at 
Moreh in Manipur,” India is developing the Sittwe port in Myanmar at a cost of Rs.5.4 billion 
and the port on the Kolodoyne river as a gateway for the northeastern states to the rest of the 
world, as the distance between Kolkata and Sittwe is just 600 km,” . 

 In addition, the new 100-km highway, from Lawngtlai in eastern Mizoram to Myanmar 
border at an estimated cost of Rs.650 Crore, is coming up on NH-54, to provide linkage to the 
under-construction Sittwe port in Myanmar. The “Kolodoyne Multi-Modal Transport Project”, 
is expected to be commissioned by end of 2012. 

 

All the rivers in Mizoram are Monsoon fed and they attain maximum volume in the 
Monsoon and post monsoon period. The Drainage of major northerly flowing river of Mizoram, 
Tlawng, is connected to the Barak -Bhrahmputra drainage system, and the drainage of major 
southerly flowing river Kolodoyne r is connected to Bay of Bengal at Sittwe port of Myanmar. 
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In view of the connectivity of Mizoram Rivers with Barak –Brahmputra to the north and 
with the Bay of Bengal to south, it is prime time to work out the navigability of northerly flowing 
Tlawng and Southerly flowing Kolodoyne rivers, to strengthen the Multi Modal Transport  
system in the hitherto landlocked region. Barak River has already become a part of National 
Waterway-6 (from Lakhipur to Bagha). 

A detailed study of the two main river systems of Mizoram may reveal valuable 
information regarding the identification of stretches of deeper and navigable part of these rivers, 
, annual flow discharge. Another challenge is to combat the problem of excess silting in the river 
course.   

 

 


